By ELMO SCOTT WATSON 
LIHOUGH Uncle Sam is nominally 
at peace with all other nations, 
there is one war in which be has 
engaged for the Inst ten years 
and which is still going on. That 


ax. Is the war that is, Yanga 
‘ HME SPS 
; _vatyan't Tancttete Bnd relentlessly by @ 


body of picked men, the federal 
hunters of the United States 
biological survey, against the 
“varminta"—the mountain Hons, 
wolves, bears, coyotes, lynxes and 
wildeats which prey upon not only the live stock 
on the western ranges but also upon other wild 
game which Uncle Sam would save from extinction. 

The beginning of this war dates back to 1915 
when the irfronds of the “yarmints” upon the live 
stock industry became xo serious that the govern- 
Ment appropriated $125,000, and handed over to 
the biological survey the job of protecting the 
herds and flocks in the West by a campaign of 
extermination against the marauders. State, 
county and private interests were linked up by 
the bureau and the resources of all pooled In a 
common cause, 

From that beginning has grown the present 
orfinization of nearly 400 of the most expert 
hunters and trappers in the stock country, hired 
by chiefs of districts in 17 states to carry on the 
werk of extermination, They receive $100 a 
nonth, free ammunition, traps and poison and 
they are on the job in every season pitting thelr 
raft and their sk{il against the cunning of the 
swillest type of wild animal. If you would see 
he last traces of the vanished frontier, look for 
+ among these federal hunters, for it Ig fa their 
war on the beasts of prey that you will find the 
West that is still wild and woolly. 

The other day Denver newspapers carried the 
news that a two-year campaign to kill a moun- 
ain lion which had been killing deer in the 
Yerpero creek country near Monte Viste, Colo, 

Jed when the animal was slain by Hunter John 

Cook, Two years may seem a long time to 
‘y¥ on # war against one animal but this ts by 
“eans unique in the work of the federal 
ers. Just as it 1s proverbial of the Canadian 
waited police that “they always get their men,” 
fa it becoming proverbial among these hunters 

_.. they always get their wolf, or cougar, or bear, 
hoa some of the stories of their long chases after 
these animal “killers” are as thrilling as the 
rarns of man-bunts in the old days of the West. 

Outstanding among these is the story of the 
nster wolf and of H. P. Williams, the govern- 

mt hunter who finally ran him to earth, For 

ie years the Custer wolf eluded every effort 
2 him and although often sighted, no 
Kswan Was ever able to bring him down. He 
wuld eat nothing but his own kill zo it was 
npossible ‘to poison him. At the beginning of 

8 depredations among the Hve stock on ranches 

r a hundred miles around Custer, S. D., a re- 
‘ard was raised until a price of $500 had been 
% upon his head. He and his mate killed 
antenly, wastefully, maliciously. Finally his 

ate wag killed, but he did not take another and 

wried on a lone war for awhile. 

Finally the ranchers around Custer appealed 

the government for help. The biclogteal sur- 

y sent H, P. Willams, one of its best hunters, 

*-*~ ap the chase after the outlaw, Williams 

‘ea at Custer in March, 1920 and at once 
ed pitting his cunning against the wolf's. al” 
omer long they played a game of hide-and-seek, 
_-the wolf having several narrow escapes from 

_ traps which Williams set, The end came 

‘tober 11, 1920, when the Custer welf stepped 

fo one of Williams’ traps. He tore It from .ts 

yoring. A hundred and fifty yards away It 
ght on a tree, but the frenzied strength of the 
uimal broke the swivel. In the meantime Wil- 
ims was hot on the trail and three miles from 

} place the trap had been set he came upon tho 

epped animal One shot from his rifle and 

@ career of the Custer wolf that had cost the 


ranchers, of South Dakota more than $25,000 in 
live stock ended. 

It is not often that a wolf gets an extended 
“ohituary” in the Congressional Record but such 
was the case with Old Three Toes, another South 
Daketa wolf that was an even more remarkable 
srg o then Beene gt atic RAPE, 
his career in Harding county, 8. D., Old Three 
Toes is known to have destroyed more than 
$50,000 worth of live stock and although more 
than 150 men had been on his trail at one time 
or another, {t was not unti! Junior Inspector 
Clyde EL Briggs of the biological survey went 
after him in 1925 that he was finally run to earth. 
Here is the story of Old Three Toes as the report 
of Inspector Knowles, printed in the Congressional 
Record last year, gives it; 


The history of Three Toes is a difficult one to 
trace. His killing career is known to have begun 
in 1912, thirteen years ago. Legend has him killing 
at 2 stil! earlier time, Mr. Briggs states that the 
animal is an old one and. he fs certain that he was 
fifteen years old aud believed him to have been 
nearly twenty years of age. 

Legend hes Jt thet this wolf came to Harding 
county from Montana, but hia actual birthplace 
seems to have been in or close to the horse pastures 
of Charles Wilson, located in the bluffs on the east 
side of the Little Missouri river same eight or ten 
miles northeast of Camp Crook, 8, ic, 

With the stockmen of this wol early days 
mostly gone, 2 reckoning of his depredations of 
those years, beyond the fact that he was even then 
notorious, cannot be made. In 1933 the Harding 
County Sheep and Wool Growers’ association and 
the banks at Buffalo, 3, Dak., gathered information 
of his killings, and at that time they advised me 
that the known value of his kills equaled fully 
$50,000. During six weeks of May and June of this 
year, 1925, he killed shgep to the value ef $2,000 
beloighig to Devitt Bros. It was near the Devitt 
Bros.’ range that he wan taken. He ktHed for other 
men during the spring of 1925, but I have not yet 
been furnished with the numbers or value of these 
killings. In total they exceeded Devitt Bros.” 
losses, so that his known Gepredations in 1925 
alone amount to more than $4,000. His largest kill 
in numbers of sheep for Devitt Bros. was made In 
two nights during May, when 64 sheep were de- 
stroyed They were valued at $380 and were a 
mixed bunch of ewes and lambs. 

‘The story of attempts to capture Three Toes is 
as interesting as is the history of hia depredations. 
Wore than 150 men have tried for him besides the 
men engaged in several big drives thet were made 
by stockmen. No one seems to have had even the 
remotest chance of taking him aside from the traps 
that pinched of his toes, and these were, no doubt, 
act for coyotes and the happenings, no doubt, oc- 
curred In the early days of his career. Failing to 
trap this wolf, hunts were put on for him and 
individuals attempted to run him down. On a night 
following one of the hunts or drivex made for him 
he killed one of the best saddle horses of the 
region. On another occasion when a hunter was 
attempting to run him down and had a relay of 
some seven top aaddle horses the wolf stopped dur- 
ing the afternoon at 2 sheep corral and killed 15 
sheep, The stories of his adventures with vario 
hunters and groups of stockmen ere Interesting, 
and one soon comes to belleve that Three Toes was 
much better versed In human lore than wi his 
hunters versed in wolfology, as Mr. Briggs puts it. 
Mr. Briggs’ taking this wolf In 15 days’ work was 
an achievement that mon who knew the animal 
conaider the greatest event In the annals of wolf 
hunting. I wes statloned on the Harney National 
foreat during all but the last two weeks of the 
career of the Custer wolf and know the history, 
written and unwritten, both of his. depredations 
and his capture, and from this Intimate acquaint- 
ance of both animals, the Custer wolf was not even 
in this Harding county wolfs class, 


Gut in Colorado Big Lefty, a three-legged leader 
of a wolf pack in the crested butte section of the 
state, terrorized a wide range of country and 
cauged the stockmen losses running up into the 
thousends. In 1913 this wolf was caught in a 
trap but escaped by gnawing off his left front 
foot just above the ankle and for the next efght 
years, despite this handicap, he maintained his 
supremacy over his pack and left a tral! of partly 
eaten carcasses wherever he roamed. Then in 
1921 H. A, Roberts, a government hunter, took up 
the task of putting an end to Big Lefty's nefarious 
career, He was on the wolf's trail for three weeks 
but finally the animal stepped into a trap which 
he had set, And this time Big Lefty did not 
eacape, ~ 

Up in Montana inst summer Old Cripple Foot, 
a “wolf queen” who had been s much sought-after 


PILOT POINT POST SIGNAL 


“FILTER FAOUS” 


animal for ten or twelve years because of her 
raids on the herds and flocks in the Belt moun- 
taing country which had cost the ranchers more 
than $20,000, finally met her fate at the hands of 
a government hunter. Brannin was ¢o 
Old Cripple Foot's trail for eighteen months but 
all of the tricks of his profession were of no 
avail against the cunning old eaitle killer. Finally 
he located her den in a rough mountain country. 
Plugging up the entrance he began to dig down 
into the den from above. Se@arcely bad an open- 
ing been made when Ol Qeipple Foot spring 
through the new hole and m a dash for liberty, 
only to tumble dead as Sraifpin’s rifie cracked. 
Down in Arizona only a months ago a weit 
known as the King of Atiggeia Cow Killers was 
shot down by a government hater, thereby saving 
the ranchers in that state. @ion 
And go Jt goes, ky p of th 


wolves Who 


feed five them moré 


local renown do fot:fast long after one o 
biological 


"a hunters gets on their 
on the job of systemaiic external 
animals, umber of wolves 
Hear has gteadily declined, showing 
‘eanie gus fast disappearing. In 1995 
were killed by the federal hunters, 


aeeyenture have Dil 3) 


| NEW MYSTERY RACER ARRIVES IN LONDON 


fhe photograph shows the new mystery ssnglish racing car which, on x 
test, easily made 140 miles an hour and hus killed its last driver. 


SPARK PLUG'S 
INSIDE STORY 


Sillimanite Used for Cores 
Found Only After Weari- 


some Search. 


Those small porcelain plugs on 
which your moter depends for its 
eficiency and power are the basis of 
an industry running into the millions 
In production and value, 

Within thefr insignificant . bodies 
they carry a tale of adventure and 
research surpassed by those of few 
other industries, 

‘They tell of the long patient search 
for sillimanite, a mineral highly re 
sistant to electric shock, almost im- 
pervious to high temperature and of 
great mechanical strength. 

Search by Scientists, 

They recount the tolls of scientists 
in research laboratories and their 
dangerous climbs through the im- 
mense crevices of the volcanic moun- 
tains of Callfornfa, digging out this 
mineral, once belleved too rare for 
commercial use and now being sent 
down mountainsides by the tons. 

Even after its delivery into the 
commonplace factories of the Indus- 
@ mineral goes on through bun- 

cate operations 
e spark plug 
All this care and “research and ad- 
an industry 
that produces 80,(00,000 spark plugs 
annually, at a value of some $60,00),- 
000. The sillimanite that goes into 
thelr manufacture Is the discovery of 
ove producer, bringing out 50 of the 


as Againgh 4 in 1916 and 523 in 1921. Only ons 
wat taken in 1925 in the states of Colorada, 
‘and Wyoming and none at ali in Idaho and 

outh Dakota, Theee figures are based upon tite 
number of scalps brought Into district offices of 
the biological servey by the government hunters. 
The 31 killed in Arizona, the 31 in New Mextca 
and the $3 in Mohtana for the most part came 
across the international boundaries from Caned@ 
and Mexico. The figures for 1926 are not yet 
araflable but it Is probable thet they will show 
a further decline from those of 1925. 

What is true of Lobo is true of his younger 
brother, the coyote, In 1916 only 11,890 coyotes 
were accounted for but in 1925 2 total of 25,622 
of the little wolves met thelr deaths at the hands 
of the federal nimrods by gun, trap and polsen, 
T™afaly the latter. In addition to the work of the 
federal hunters, others accounted for several thov- 
sand more and the grand total for the year wax 
87,255. So it is beginning to look as though the 
coyote as well as the big gray wolf will eventually 
be wiped out. 

Mountain Hons have never been so plentiful 
as wolves and coyotes so that cougar record of 
the bfological survey is not so impressive as it 
is for wolves and coyotes. A total of 1,464 of 
these animats have been killed since the govern. 
ment hunters wént on thd job and 1925 was the 
big year with a record of 228. Of this number, 
more than half were killed In Arizona, where 
federal hunters gccounted for 127 of the big 
cats, Formerly ampgars were tracked with dogs, 
driven into a caveor treed and then shot. Trap- 
ping was difficult because no scent could be found 
to smear upon fraps to lure them into its jaws, 
Then the biological survey bit upon a happy idea. 
Catnip, which is proverbially attractive to cats, 
might be attractive to these big wild felines. The 
drug division of the bureau of plant industry co- 
operated witk-the survey by developing oil of 
catnip on a large scale and the use of this scent 
has been so stccessful that it now appears as 


though the cougar is doomed to go the way of. 


the wolf and thé eoyote, 

One of the moat famous and successful of the 
federal hunters of cougars is Old Ben Lily, who 
ranges over the Apache forest preserve in Arizona 
and who hag the record of having in four years 
tracked te death 154 Hons and 46 bears. Lity 
waa a hunter from his childhood days in Loulsiana 
and has hunted in all parts of the world. It was 
8 big bear, Old Clab Foot, a giant silvertlp who 
had been killing atock in the Blue river country 
of Arizona, which firat brought Lily to that state. 
Hunters dowa thera said that Old Club Foot 
could not be killed, But Lily proved that they 
were wrong. After his success in getting this ant- 
mal he stayed in Arizona and turned his attention 
to the mountain lions, for which the ranchers 
of that state are devoutly thankful. 

Bears are not sought by the federal hunters 
except when they “go bad” and become killera, 
Bears of this class seem to be on the incrense, 
From 1915 to 1920 the government hunters were 
ealled upon to kil only $17 “bad bears” but in 
1925 alone they had to put an end to the cattle ang 


are the worst offenders and one big fellow, killed 
by a biological survey mam fy 1920, had killed 
82 head of cattle during the aging which preceded 
his death and some 50 the fipvious year. 


| 88 millions of spark plugs annually, 


But the products of the others may 
be of the synthetic siliimanite, a Iab- 
oratory product, or of porcelain com- 
pounds. 

Many Other Uses. 

Besides being installed in motor 
ears they’re the things that help 
uinke all the gasoline-propelled boats, 


eagines go. Of the 80,000,000 outpat 
58,000,000 are used in passenger cars 
each year, 14,000,000 In trucks and 
the rest In all other forms of gasoline 
motors, 

A spark plug will last five years 
and more, but {t's the conviction of 
spark-plug makers that they should 
be replacd annually if the motorist 
would economize in gasoline and oil. 


Regard Railroad Track 
as Real Danger Signal 


Every motorist on approaching a 
failroad crossing should look and 
Wisten for trains, according to the legal 
department of the National Automo- 
dile club. The courts have ruled that 
travelers upon a pubic highway, in 
attempting to cross over railroad 
evossings, must look and listen atten- 
tively for the approach of trains. if 
auch a traveler, by the exercise of 
veasonable care, could have seen the 
approach of a train by looking in time 
to have avoided injury, it will be pre- 
sumed, in case he is injured, that he 
either did not look or If he did look, 
that he did not heed. 

& railroad track is itself a signal 
of danger and one attempting to cross 
it must first look and listen, and, if 
necessary, stop, look and “lsten for 
an approaching train. ‘ This rule {fs 
only the standard of necessary cat- 
tion and care, 


Shattering Glass Cause 


of Motor Car Accidents 

Bixty-five per cent of the injuries 
feceivedl in automobile accidents are 
eaused by broken and flying glass from 
Windshields and windows, according 
to the first analysis ever made of the 
causes of injury to motorists, com- 
pleted by the Massachusetts Mutual 
Liability Insurance association, 

No figures on this subject have ever 
been collected before, and the inatdr- 
ance body therefore undertook its own 
Investigation of all accidents on which 
detailed data were available. The re- 
sults show that in 1,000 accidents, in- 
volving 1,800 motorists, 720 people 
were injured. Of these, 467, or 65 per 


sheep-killing: activities of 2Q% bears. Grizzlies} eent, were cut by glass fragments. 


‘The accidents occurred in 26 states. 

The Injuries varied from sight euts 
to severed jugular veins resulting in 
death. 


‘ 


airplanes, tractors and stationary | + 


$e 
Cold Weather Adds 


to Trafic Hazards 

Winter weather brings in- 
creased traffic hazards, points 
out Walter G, King, president of 
the National Safety council, who 
calls attention to the fact that 
both motorists and pedestrians 
should be extremely carefal 
when snow, bail and sleet are 
Ukely to obscure the vision of 
Beople both afoot and at the 
steering wheel, 

Here are some cugzestions: 

Be sure your auto is equipped 
with a windshield cleaner, Many 
drivers prefer the automatic de- 
vice which permits motorists to 
keep both hands free for driv- 
ing and stopping purposes. 

Brakes that function efficient- 
ly are absolutely essential at all 
times and especially during this 
kind of weather. They should 
be tested frequently and regu- 
larly. 

Chains shouldn't be left fn the 
Garage these days. When the 
tires are worn, the car is espe 
clally Hable to skid if the brakes 
are applied suddenly. With 
good treads the danger is some- 
what minimized. 

Have all of your equipment 
in good condition. Don't {gnore 
the steering gear, headlights and 
tall-lights, horns, batteries and 
other apparatus, if you would 
1 ere! 


eS 


Luggage Stored on Top 
of a Closed Automobile 


As shown, the top of an inclosed 
auto body can be ured as a fine lug- 
lage compartment that will hold ex- 
tra coats, blankets or parcels and pre- 


The Top Deck of a Closed Car Con. 
verted into a Fine Luggage Com. 
partment by Fitting With a Loose 
Cover Provided With Snaps. 


serve them from dirt and rain, It is 
particularly useful for motor camp- 
¢rs and long-distance tourists. 


The construction Is very simple A! 
row of snap fasteners should bej 


placed at intervals around the edge 
of the top. A piece of aute top mate- 
rial can be cat to the proper shape 
and the socket part of the fasteners 
attached to it. Be sure to have the 
cover loose enough so that there will 
be room for as much baggage as you 
intend to place under it. ‘ 

Of course a luggage compartment 
of this type is more suitable for such 
articles as rolled-up blankets, tents 
er other items that have no hard, 
sharp corners to scratch the mate 
rial of the top.—Popular Science 
Monthly. 


AUTOMOBILE NOTES 


Some cars seem to bé able to get 
fifty Hes to the gallon of gasoline, 
en 8 
The colleges are serving another 
great need by concentrating most of 

the 1920 filvvers in a few places. 
se 6 
The automobile is replacing the 
railroads in Denmark, says a spectai 


government commission report. 
eae 


The avallable tonnage capacity of 
all motor trucks expressed In ton 
miles is about L9 per cent of the 
railroad capacity, 

“ge me 

Boston is rapidly developing an 
“automobile truck row” that is rival- 
ing the “automobile row” of the pas- 


senger car. 
oe 


One of the few: champions that 
came through the summer with the 
title unscathed was the locomotive at 


the crossing. 
o. 


The old-fashioned vaudeville artist 
who used to give a program of animal 
imitations Is now in business. He 
makes. trick horns for collegiate 
roadsters, 


Drink Water If 
_.Kidneys Bother 


Take a Tablespoonful of Salts if 
Back Pains or Bfadder is 
Irritated 


Flush your kidneys by dridking a 
quart of water each day, also take 
Ralts occasionally, says a noted au- 
thority, who tells ns that too much 
rich food forms acids which almost 
paralyze the kidneys in thelr efforts 
to expel it from the blood. They be- 
come sluggish and weaken; then you 
may suffer with a dull misery in the 
Kidney region, sharp pains {in the 
back or sick headache, dizziness, your 
stomach sours, tongue ts coated, ant 
when the weather is bad you have 
rheumatic twinges. The urine gets 
cloudy, fot of sediment, the channels 
often get sore and Srritated, obliging 
You fo seek relief two or three times 
during the night. 

To help neutralize these irritating 
acids; to help cleanse the kiduers and 
flush off the body's urincus waste, get 
four ounces of Jad Salts from any 
pharmacy here. Take a tablespoon- 
fol in a glass of water. before break- 
fast for a few days, and your kidneys 
may then act fine. This famous salts 
ig made from the acid of grapes and 
Jemon juice, combined with lithla, and 
has-been used for years to help flush 
and stimulate sluggish kidneys; also 
to neutralize the acids in the system 
so they no longer irritate, thus. often 
Yelieving bladder weakness. 

Jad Salts is inexpensive; cannot 
injure and makes a delightful efferves- 
cent Hthia-water drink. 


e 
Sofiiroat 
‘The exclusive Luden men- 
thol blend cools and 


soothes—brings quick re- 
lief to irritated air passages, 2 


LUDEN’'s 25722, 5° 


Midget Pony 

A pony in Baltimore is so small 
that it is feared that Its hoofs would 
split if shoes were put on it, The 
animal, though eighteen months old, 
weighs only 56 pounds and is only - 
18 inches high, rivaling in size the 
extinct five-toed horses whose bones 
have beén found in the West, accord: 
ing to Popular Mechanics Magazine... 


or Is not always at the doors 


sometimes it’s in the garare. 


Don’t Let That Cold 
Tarn Into “Flu? 


That cold may turn into “Flu,” 
Grippe or, even worse, un 
less you take care of it at 

Rub Musteroleon the congested parts 
and see how quickly it brings relief. 

As effective as the messy old mustard 
plaster; does the work without blister. 

‘Musterole, made from oil of 


mustard, camphor, menthol and other 
simple ingredients, is a counter-irritant 
ulates circulation and helps 


which stim 


' | Coughs # Colds 


BOSCHEE’S 
SYRUP 


|Chronic Head Colds 


A Simple Method of 
Prevention. 


‘Nasal catarrh is not only disagree 
able and offensive, but it will lead to 
serious trouble, 


That inflamed condition of the mu- 
cous membranes of the air passages 
of the head, nose and throat may 
Spread to the point where it is incur- 
nble and a danger to life. 

Dr. Blosser's 
Cigarettes are 
composed of me- 

scinat herbs, 
flowers and ber- 
ries, The warm’ 
smoke vapor is in- 
haled into the af- 
fected air passages 
and will go where 
sprays, douches 
and salves cannot 
reach, They con- 
tain no tobacco or 
Tabebs, and being 

armless, are used by children, as well 
as adults, 5 i 

If you suffer from any catarrhal 
trouble, plain nasal ¢ tarrh, catarrhal 
deafness, hoarseness, asthma, hay 
fever, bronchia? irritations, or are sub- 
Ject te frequent colds, get from any 
druggist & pocket-size package of Pr. 
Blosser's Cigarettes, and prove for 


yourself their fi f. 
fects. pleasant, beneficial ef- 


“4 


